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1. Progressive
Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Favoring reform or 
new ideas.



Hindi Translation: Ůगितशील
Synonyms: 
1. Forward-thinking, 
2. liberal, 
3. reformist, 
4. modern
Antonyms: 
1. Conservative, 
2. traditional, 
3. reactionary, 
4. regressive
Example Sentence: Justin Trudeau’s rise as a global 
progressive icon is representative of the crisis of liberalism.



2. Rhetoric
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: Persuasive speaking 
or writing, often regarded as 

lacking sincerity.



Hindi Translation: शɨाडंबर
Synonyms: 
1. Oratory, 
2. discourse, 
3. eloquence, 
4. bombast
Antonyms: 
1. Silence, 
2. muteness, 
3. straightforwardness, 
4. simplicity
Example Sentence: His rhetoric was music to the ears of the 
global liberal elite.



3. Unhinged
Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Mentally unstable or 
irrational.



Hindi Translation: असंतुिलत
Synonyms: 
1. Unstable, 
2. irrational, 
3. deranged, 
4. erratic
Antonyms: 
1. Balanced, 
2. stable, 
3. rational, 
4. composed
Example Sentence: His unhinged liberalism translated into 
unchecked policies of the federal government.



4. Riled

Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: Annoyed or irritated.



Hindi Translation: िचढ़ाना
Synonyms: 
1. Provoked, 
2. irritated, 
3. vexed, 
4. angered
Antonyms: 
1. Soothed, 
2. calmed, 
3. appeased, 
4. pacified
Example Sentence: His fiscal policy riled conservatives and 
moderates.



5. Spurt
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: A sudden increase or 
burst of activity or growth.



Hindi Translation: उछाल
Synonyms: 
1. Surge, 
2. burst, 
3. outbreak,
4. escalation
Antonyms: 
1. Decline, 
2. decrease, 
3. drop, 
4. slump
Example Sentence: The generous immigration policy created 
a spurt in the population.



6. Discontent
Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: Dissatisfaction with 
one’s circumstances.



Hindi Translation: असंतोष
Synonyms: 
1. Dissatisfaction, 
2. unrest, 
3. displeasure, 
4. grievance
Antonyms: 
1. Contentment, 
2. satisfaction, 
3. happiness, 
4. fulfillment
Example Sentence: Signs of discontent began to manifest as 
public protest and criticism.



7. Compulsions

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: The state of being 
forced or driven to do something.



Hindi Translation: िववशता
Synonyms: 
1. Obligation, 
2. pressure, 
3. coercion, 
4. necessity
Antonyms: 
1. Freedom, 
2. choice, 
3. liberty, 
4. volition
Example Sentence: Mr. Trudeau’s compulsions to pander to 
Sikh extremists led to bizarre situations.



8. Pander
Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: To cater to or gratify 
someone’s lower desires or 

interests.



Hindi Translation: तुिʼकरण करना
Synonyms: 
1. Indulge, 
2. appease, 
3. gratify, 
4. cater
Antonyms: 
1. Oppose, 
2. challenge, 
3. confront, 
4. resist
Example Sentence: He pandered to Sikh extremists during his 
tenure.



9. Fanaticism

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: Extreme or irrational 
enthusiasm or zeal.



Hindi Translation: अंधभİƅ
Synonyms: 
1. Extremism, 
2. zealotry, 
3. obsession, 
4. radicalism
Antonyms: 
1. Moderation, 
2. rationality, 
3. indifference, 
4. neutrality
Example Sentence: His actions were driven by political 
fanaticism rather than pragmatic concerns.



10. Judgmental
Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Inclined to criticize or 
make judgments about others.



Hindi Translation: आलोचनाȏक
Synonyms: 
1. Critical, 
2. evaluative, 
3. disapproving, 
4. censorious
Antonyms: 
1. Accepting, 
2. tolerant, 
3. approving, 
4. permissive
Example Sentence: Mr. Trudeau’s judgmental stance on 
Donald Trump backfired politically.



Idioms
1. Music to the ears – Something very pleasant 
to hear or know.
2. Strong-arm state measures – Use of force or 
coercion in governance.
3. On an upswing – Experiencing an upward 
trend or improvement.
4. Cry over this exit – Express regret or sorrow 
over someone’s departure.



Phrasal Verbs
1. Turn out – To happen or prove to be.
2. Turned against – To oppose or stop 
supporting someone.
3. Mend its ties – To repair or improve 
relationships.
4. Escalating tensions – Increasing the intensity 
of disagreements.
5. Pander to – To appease or gratify someone’s 
desires, often negatively.





Justin Trudeau’s rise and fall as a global progressive icon is 
representative of the crisis of liberalism in general. After 
being in power as Prime Minister of Canada for a nine-year 
tenure over three terms, Mr. Trudeau announced his 
resignation on January 6. He had risen as the central figure of 
Canadian politics in 2015, leading the Liberal Party to an 
impressive victory in the federal election but that turned out 
to be the peak of his popularity. Born a child of privilege and 
power — his father Pierre Elliott Trudeau was Prime Minister 
for 15 years — Mr. Trudeau had rhetoric that was music to the 
ears of the global liberal elite, but his sense of the country’s 
public mood has been poor. 



As his unhinged liberalism translated into unchecked policies 
of the federal government, Canadians turned against him and 
the Liberal Party collapsed into a low point in its history, with 
its popularity now barely touching 15%. His fiscal policy riled 
conservatives and moderates, and the generous immigration 
policy that he approved created a spurt in the population, 
straining housing, health care, employment opportunities and 
wages. His cultural liberalism was far o�  the centre of 
Canadian politics. When signs of discontent began to manifest 
as public protest and criticism, he resorted to strong arm state 
measures and dismissed his critics.



Mr. Trudeau said he hoped his exit would arrest the decline of 
the Liberal Party but that sounds overly optimistic. But a post-
Trudeau Canada may be able to mend its ties with key 
partners including the United States and India. It might be 
months before the Liberal Party manages to install his 
successor or its minority government falls and a fresh election 
is held. The Conservative Party led by Pierre Poilievre is on an 
upswing and appears headed for a landslide victory, whenever 
elections are held, unless there is yet another turnaround in 
public mood. 



Mr. Trudeau’s successor may help rescue Canada-India ties Mr. 
Trudeau’s compulsions to pander to Sikh extremists in Canada 
led to bizarre situations during his tenure. By escalating 
tensions with India on suspicion of Indian agents being 
involved in the murder of a Khalistani activist in Canada, Mr. 
Trudeau showed poor statesmanship and diplomacy. In being 
publicly judgmental and dismissive of Donald Trump in the 
run-up to the elections in the United States, Mr. Trudeau acted 
unwisely. He was ushered in with wide fanfare in 2015, but 
nobody seems to cry over this exit.



 1. Based on the passage, what is a plausible reason for 
the Conservative Party's current upswing in Canada?
A) Its alignment with Trudeau's immigration policies
B) Public dissatisfaction with Trudeau's handling of 
diplomacy and governance
C) Its success in maintaining strong ties with India and 
the United States
D) A significant reduction in Canada's fiscal deficit under 
Trudeau
E) The party's consistent support for cultural liberalism



2. What marked the peak of Justin Trudeau's 
popularity?
A) His generous immigration policies
B) His rise as the central figure of Canadian politics in 
2015
C) His nine-year tenure as Prime Minister
D) His fiscal policies
E) His efforts to mend Canada-India ties



3. Which policy created significant strain on 
housing, health care, and employment 
opportunities in Canada?
A) Fiscal policy
B) Strong-arm state measures
C) Cultural liberalism
D) Generous immigration policy
E) State surveillance measures



4. What political party is currently on the rise 
in Canada, according to the passage?
A) New Democratic Party
B) Liberal Party
C) Conservative Party
D) Green Party
E) Bloc Québécois



5. How did Justin Trudeau handle criticism and 
public protests during his tenure?
A) By resigning immediately
B) By implementing strong-arm state 
measures
C) By fostering diplomacy and public dialogue
D) By increasing federal government support
E) By promoting economic incentives



6. What strained Canada-India relations during 
Trudeau's tenure?
A) Generous immigration policies
B) His fiscal decisions
C) His public criticism of Donald Trump
D) His pandering to Sikh extremists and 
accusations against India
E) Lack of housing development in Canada





REVISION 



Match the columns
Column A Column B
A. Inextricably P. Difficulties or obstacles
B. Paradigm Q. To strengthen or support
C. Adept R. A model or example
D. Commendable S. Impossible to separate or untangle
E. Bolster T. Capable, skilled
F. Challenges U. Clear, open, and honest
G. Transparency V. Simplified or made more efficient
H. Streamlined W. To praise or approve



Answer 
A. Inextricably S.
B. Paradigm R. 
C. Adept T. 
D. Commendable W. 
E. Bolster Q. 
F. Challenges P. 
G. Transparency U. 
H. Streamlined V. 







The latest guidelines of the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) herald a transformative shift in higher education in 
India. Among other reforms, the UGC has introduced an 
accelerated degree programme and an extended degree 
programme for undergraduate students, which will allow 
them to complete their degrees either earlier or later than the 
standard duration. Advantages and challenges This new 
paradigm aims to create a globally competitive educational 
framework that allows students greater autonomy and 
flexibility in charting out their academic trajectory. In a rigid 
education system such as India’s, this is particularly 
revolutionary. 



While an accelerated degree programme will be advantageous 
for students who are keen to join the workforce quickly or 
who wish to gain early professional experience or save money 
on tuition fees, the extended degree programme will allow 
students the leeway to explore a broader range of subjects, 
undertake internships, engage in research projects, travel and 
learn new skills, and balance academic pursuits with personal 
and professional commitments. As the National Education 
Policy (NEP), 2020, advocates for a multidisciplinary approach 
to learning, this approach could produce graduates who are 
not only proficient in their chosen more soft skills, creative 
skills, and ideas for innovation. 



In addition, by aligning the structure of undergraduate 
education with international standards, the reforms aim to 
create greater mobility for Indian students, both within India 
and abroad. The flexible credit system introduced under these 
reforms will allow students to progress at their own pace. 
They can tailor their academic experiences to their specific 
needs, interests, and future career goals This autonomy is 
important for the students. However, there are challenges. 
The accelerated format raises questions about the depth and 
rigour of the education provided to students. 



If students are taught the same curriculum within a shorter 
period of time, they may have a superficial understanding of 
key concepts; this could compromise educational outcomes. In 
contrast, students who opt for the extended degree 
programme may lack academic urgency. Some may take 
longer than necessary to complete their studies, which would 
diminish the value of the degree.



1. Guidelines
Meaning: Rules or instructions to follow.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: िदशािनदőश
Synonyms: Directives, instructions, regulations, 
recommendations
Antonyms: Freedom, deviation, exemption, 
disregard
Example Sentence: The latest guidelines of the UGC 
herald a transformative shift in higher education.



2. Herald
Meaning: To announce or signal something.
Part of Speech: Verb
Hindi Translation: संकेत करना
Synonyms: Announce, proclaim, foreshadow, 
indicate
Antonyms: Conceal, suppress, withhold, silence
Example Sentence: The guidelines herald a new 
era in education.



3. Transformative
Meaning: Causing significant change or 
transformation.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: पįरवतŊनकारी
Synonyms: Revolutionary, groundbreaking, 
innovative, reformative
Antonyms: Conservative, traditional, stagnant, 
unchanging
Example Sentence: These reforms are 
transformative for the education system.



4. Paradigm
Meaning: A typical example or model.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: Ůितमान
Synonyms: Framework, pattern, model, archetype
Antonyms: Chaos, anomaly, deviation, aberration
Example Sentence: The new paradigm allows 
students more autonomy in their academic journey.



5. Autonomy
Meaning: Self-governance or independence.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: ˢायȅता
Synonyms: Independence, self-rule, freedom, 
sovereignty
Antonyms: Dependence, subordination, restriction, 
control
Example Sentence: Students will have greater 
autonomy to tailor their academic experiences.



6. Leeway
Meaning: Freedom to act within certain limits.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: छूट
Synonyms: Flexibility, latitude, room, allowance
Antonyms: Restriction, constraint, limitation, 
rigidity
Example Sentence: The extended degree 
programme offers students the leeway to 
explore broader interests.



7. Multidisciplinary
Meaning: Involving multiple areas of study or 
expertise.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: बŠ-अनुशासनाȏक
Synonyms: Interdisciplinary, cross-functional, 
integrative, collaborative
Antonyms: Specialized, isolated, singular, 
unidisciplinary
Example Sentence: The NEP 2020 promotes a 
multidisciplinary approach to learning.



8. Rigour
Meaning: The quality of being thorough and strict.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: कठोरता
Synonyms: Stringency, severity, precision, 
discipline
Antonyms: Leniency, laxity, flexibility, softness
Example Sentence: The accelerated programme 
raises concerns about the rigour of the education 
provided.



9. Superficial
Meaning: Lacking depth or thoroughness.
Part of Speech: Adjective
Hindi Translation: सतही
Synonyms: Shallow, cursory, surface-level, 
insubstantial
Antonyms: Deep, profound, thorough, 
substantial
Example Sentence: A shorter curriculum may 
result in a superficial understanding of concepts



10. Urgency
Meaning: The need for immediate action or 
attention.
Part of Speech: Noun
Hindi Translation: ताǽािलकता
Synonyms: Pressing need, importance, haste, 
immediacy
Antonyms: Delay, laxity, slowness, indifference
Example Sentence: Students in the extended 
programme may lack academic urgency.



1. What can be inferred as a primary motivation for the UGC's 
introduction of flexible undergraduate degree programmes?
A) To eliminate rigid structures in India’s primary education 
system
B) To encourage students to pursue postgraduate studies 
immediately after graduation
C) To align Indian higher education with global standards and 
promote flexibility
D) To increase the duration of undergraduate courses for all 
students
E) To reduce government spending on higher education



2. Based on the passage, what is a potential long-term benefit 
of the extended degree programme?
A) It ensures students complete their degrees faster and save 
on tuition fees.
B) It encourages students to take academic breaks without 
consequences.
C) It provides opportunities for multidisciplinary learning and 
skill development.
D) It reduces the need for research and internships during 
undergraduate studies.
E) It guarantees employment opportunities immediately after 
graduation.



Q3. What is the purpose of the accelerated degree 
programme introduced by the UGC?
A) To align with NEP 2020 goals
B) To enable students to join the workforce quickly
C) To allow students to explore multiple subjects
D) To encourage students to pursue postgraduate 
studies
E) To extend the duration of undergraduate degrees



Q4. What challenge is associated with the 
accelerated degree programme?
A) Lack of academic urgency
B) Higher tuition fees
C) Superficial understanding of key concepts
D) Difficulty in balancing personal 
commitments
E) Limited international mobility 



Q5. What can be inferred about the impact of aligning 
undergraduate education with international standards?
A) It will discourage students from pursuing higher education 
in India.
B) It will create greater mobility opportunities for Indian 
students domestically and globally.
C) It will reduce the flexibility of academic programmes.
D) It will eliminate the need for multidisciplinary education.
E) It will lead to higher dropout rates among students.
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